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ir 0 U T api aſked, 
my Lord, and even without 
your knowledge to take this liberty, 

may perhaps be thought a great de- 
gree of preſumption. Poſlibly it 
may really be ſo. Yet to whom can 
I with ſo much propriety inſcribe the 
following humble recommendation 
of Juſtice and Mercy, as to him who 
hath nobly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
the ſame cauſe, and ſtood forth pub- 
lickly the Patron of Behevoledes and 


Humanity,” 
d „ - Tok 


C J 
- 1 look back, my Lord, with * 
cret pleaſure on palt times, and with 
great ſatisfaction of mind recollect 
thoſe happy hours of private inter- 
courſe which I have enjoyed with 
you in my ſequeſtered ſituation. 
And 1 well remember that the ſub- 
ject which I have weakly touched in 
the enſuing diſcourſe, was not un- 
frequently a Topic of our converſa - 
ſation. Our ſentiments then' agreed: 
Jam happy to find they do fo, ſtill, 
and wiſh from my ſoul that not only 
your Lordſhip, but that all the world 
agreed with me in receiving with 
horror the * idea of Slavery and 
Inhvdaanty 5 1 1 
I live in -oreat meaſure out 5 be 
ad, and hear on but very flight 
ann what is going forward in 
it. There ſeems to be reaſon to 
: . that a moſt reſpectable aſſocia- 
tion is now forming to effect, if * i 


? l ＋ \ 
— 7 gn 1 1 5 \ 
. # 2 6 : F 1 þ | 
«* 4 #" And — * N 


ble, the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
that abominable violation of the Laws 
of God, and the common r of 
11 
No diſliexlty « any y conſequence 
can attend the carrying it into exe- 
cution, nor can any perſonal injury 
be pretended, if the ToTAL abolition 
be determined with reſpect to FU- 
TURE time, and a proper mode of 
gradual emancipation eſtabliſhed with 
reſpe& to thoſe poor creatures who 
at preſent! ſuffer this enormous in- 
Juſtice. I have ſeen a practicable 
ſcheme drawn up by a very worthy 
member of your reverend bench, 
which would be effectual to this pur- 
poſe, and to which in my opinion 
there is not a rational objection. The 
Spaniards have in ſome of their ſettle- 
ments, as I am informed, carried a 
| ſimilar plan into execution, and find 
great benefit reſulting from it. A 
e 43 0a, FREY 


TY 
very reſpectable Sect of our diflent: 
ing brethren (on many accounts N 
reſpectable indeed, particularly in 
their reverence for the majeſty and 
the name of God, in their diſappro- 
bation of war, and their fixed ab- 
huorrence of every ſpecies of inhuma- 
nity) have in reſpect of the Slave 
Trade ſet us a very amiable er 
ey we have the virtue to follow it! 
As to our movements at home up- 
60 this fubject, I hear mentioned the 
honoured names of W1LBERFORCE 
and SHARP, as Leaders in this glorious 
undertaking. Their known and eſta- 
bliſhed virtues muſt ſurely * induce 
many to join in this great work of 
Juſtice and Mercy: and: may Heaven 
P and reward their Labours! 
Your great city, my Lord, the firſt 
in eminence, ſtands the foremoſt in 
this truly Chriſtian Charity. The 
towns of Mancheſter and Birming- 


ham, 


[ | | ! ] 
1 A 
D * | 


ham, places of great importance, 


have already joined in following the 


good example, and giving their ſup- 
port. Other places are named, and 
it is to be hoped there will not be 


many either places or perſons in 
whom the mercenary gripe of ſelf- 
intereſt will totally eradicate the ge- 
nerous emotions of Philanthropy. 


We from this Univerſity ſhew, by 


our Addreſs to the Legiſlature, and 


by the Contribution of our Mite, that 


the precepts of moral inſtruction have 


not been thrown away upon us; and 
no doubt our more opulent Acade- 


mical Siſter will beſtow her richer of- 
ferings, in order to bring forward 
with full effect the- application to the 


Legiſlature for the TOTAL ABOLI- 


TION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 


With reſpect to myſelf, my ſphere 
of action is very contracted. indeed: 


and I now ſtep forth, a volunteer, 
| A 4 with 


1 
* 
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with | humility yet with reſolution. to 


offer rather my inclination than abi- 
lity to ſerve. My efforts, probably, 
can reach little farther than to infuſe 
into the minds of the young men 


committed to my care, principles of 
reverence for our unrivaled Conſtitu- 


tion, of Loyalty to the King, the Pa- 


tron and Example of juſtice and 


Mercy; of Obedience to Magiſtrates, 


and of Univerſal Benevolence: and 


thus on the ſolid foundation of true 


Virtue eventually ſerve the good 
Cauſe, to which I moſt devoutly wiſh 
all poſſible ſucceſs. 


3 


When I was firſt called to this 1 
I had conceived ſome thoughts to at- 
tempt ſomething upon this ſubject, 
which was always near my heart; but 
being diffident of myown eee and 
recollecting the fate of the poor man 
( James 1 ii. 2.) when One with a gold, 


TIN: and goodly apparel came into. 


Ee... | the 


11 
the aſſembly, I deſiſted from my in- 
tentions. For thoſe great perſon- 
ages are too apt, if the Poor man 
ſpeak, to ſay, What fellow is this? 
and if he ſtumble they will help to 
overthrow him. (Ecclus. xiii. 23. 
When I had the honour, about 
theee years ſince, to ſerve the e 
pal office in this Univerſity, I gave 
the Indefenſibleneſs of Slavery as a 
ſubject for the Public Exerciſes of the 
Batchelors; and Mr. Clark ſon's per- 
formance which gained the Prize, has 
been laid before the world in more 
than one edition. Thus, through him, 
I look upon myſelf as in ſome ſmall 
degree a Promoter of the glorious at- 
tempt to ſet the Slave at Liberty. 
A century of years hath now paſſed 
ſince Providence beſtowed upon us, 
on the ſure ground of Conſtitutional 
Eftabliſhment, the ineſtimable  bleſ- 
ſings of Liberty Civil and Religious. 
11 Let 


t =. ] 
Let this year then be a Jubilee of 
Commemoration: not in noiſy riot 
and drunkenneſs, not in diſorder and 


tumult, but by extending the bleſ: 
ſings we enjoy to thoſe who are de- 


prived of them; 3 by breaking every 
yoke, and en the poor vs 


N ; 
My motive, my Sibrcdy fat uin 


a chis liberty with you, muſt be alſo my 
apology an impulſe of Conſcience 
to contribute my feeble endeavours, 
but principally an earneſt defire to 
incite ſome more able advocate — 
Tfungar vice cotis, acuum 
Reddere quæ ferrum valet, exſors ipſe ſecandi. 
From every candid reader alſo I 
muſt ſolicit his indulgence for the 
many inaccuracies— 


| ——qUuas aut incuria fudit 
| Aut 1 parum cavit natura - 


But why then trouble the Public 


3 Inaccuracies that require this 
5 | indul- 


[x] 
Indulgence? I anſwer, There are in- 
_ deed many in this place infinitely bet- 


ter qualified than I am to do Tuftice 
to the Subject, and with ſincere plea- 
ſure I ſhould. have ſeen any of them 


undertake this benevolent office. But 
none ſtood forth: it was wiſhed that 


= 4 F® 1 * 1 8 n Per 
4 £ "0 * N 
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ſome One would; and therefore © 5 bl 


made an offer of my weak efforts in 
the enſuing diſcourſe; which was at 


firſt intended only Ke the private 


Chapel of-a ſmall Society, but now 

by an unexpected fate is humbly pre- 

ſented to your Lordſhip's protection. 
May you, my Lord, experience every 


earthly bleſſing! may you long enjoy 


in health and happineſs your honour- 


able and exalted Station | and may 
your pious labours here be hereafter 
rewarded with never-ending felicity! 

P. PECKARD. 


MAGDALEN COLLEGE, 
Jan. 31, 1788. 
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to direct man to his proper happineſs, 


js evidently deducible from his acknow- 


ledged attyhatey, of unlimited Power and 
Goodnels.. d £ 
He who 3 us, and gave us all our fa- 
culties, is undoubtedly able to influence. and 
direct thoſe faculties in what manner and to tc 
what degree he himſelf ſhall judge proper. 


13 


He whoſe, mercy is over all his works, 


who knows whereof we. are, made, and 9 


H A T God is both N and willing 
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rere er. 


Without his aſliting hand we ſhould be loſt 
in 1gnorance and miſery, undoubtedly will 


not withhold that aſſiſtance which 1s. proper 
fag firaghttn. OC M A. 7 
The 50 ſtate of the world in the dif- 
ferent 8 and different circumſtances 
it's plainly prove that where 
the knowledge of a ſuperintending Provi- 


dence is by any means loſt, there ignorance, 


and miſery? prevail} and every bad paſſion 


that,can diſgracg a rational. being is e 
minant, On the. contrary, where the ſenſe 
of an, oper on nb th been kept 


a 6, and, the, duties natprally, reſulting 
rom 1t properly attended. ti to, there we find 


the ſeat of virtue and of happineſs. 
heſe are known truths that bring peace 


ail comfort with them: and'on this br ound 
e may mike the following equitable con- 
Elvſion,” That Wherefbever men will kee 


In their thoughts, and duly attend to 


the notices he is ꝑleaſed to bathing” he does 


at afl times, and in all places Thew them 


What zs for their G 4d. 


03 he 


h what way it may Pleafe the Almi ghty 


to communicate to us thleſe notices condu- 


ce to our ha ppineſs, perhaps, in our pre- 
ſent tate; it may be impoſſible for us fully | 


Ile to 


(5) 


to: conceive, a certainly would be a 


blameable curioſity to/enquire; We ought 
to be tHankful for the bleſſing, and not be 
over. ſollicitous to know the preciſe means 


by which we receive it. Vet in general wre 
1. ſay, 1 hope without preſumption, 
"Fred; That God hath ſheam Us what is 
Good by the frame and conſtituion of our 
nature; originally diſpoſed by him to receive 
in dus time diſtinct impreſſions of Good and 


Evi, of Right and Wrong, with a Natural 


Tendency to be pleaſed with the 17 and 
to feel an abhotrence of the other.. 


Secondly, That he hath at ſundry bias, 
and in diverſe manners, ſtrengthened and 


aſſiſted theſe original tendencies of our Na- 


ture' by various communications of his re- 


vealed Will. 
Firſt then, if 1 way be ng to . 
and to judge of a Moral Senſe of Good and 


Evil by analogy from the other ſenſes with 
which God hath bleſſed us, it is plain be- 
yond all doubt, that there are ſome objects 


that are naturally agreeable, others that are 
naturally diſagreeable. All colours are not 
equally pleaſant to the eye, all ſounds to 


the ear, all ſcents to the faculty of ſmelling, L 


nor all taſtes to the palate. Some are ori- 
i Sinally 


1 16 1 


ginally abend an: \a»high- degree, while 
others ate in an equal degree delightful.” 
And although chile t may; from ſubſequent 
cauſes, he greatly changed, inſomuch that 


thoſe things which were originally pleaſant 


or diſguſting, ſhall at length have à con- 
trary effect; yet this is not the work of Na- 
ture, but of Education, or other ſubſequent 
and ſecondary cauſes. By degrees we are 

taught do diſlike what was once agreeable, 


and cl rank with -Pleaſlins what was rt ; 


80 wan it be with reſpli.1 to what "SHER 


by: a Moral ſenſe of Good and Eyil. I have 
not theꝗdeaſt doubt, but eee the human 
conſtitution is ſo far advanced that Reaſon 
begins to act, and judgments can be form- 
ed, and diftin& notions framed of Right. 
and Wrong, the approbation of Good, and 
the diſlike of Evil; wilt ariſe from the Ori- 


W Conſtitution of human nature. 
I hope I ſhall not be ſo miſunderſtood as 


to be thought to advance the doctrine; of 5 


Innate Ideas, or Innate Inſtincts. I mean | 


no ſuch thing. I ſuppoſe, only, that as 


ſoon as the Faculty of Perception exiſts, 


, there will be a difference of P Perceptions. 


Tat wier reſpect to Senfation- from exter- 
| nal 


4 F 7 
wn” x . 
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Hal objects, if a chill at it's birth be ſeverely 


ſmitten with à rod, or lightly touched with 


# feather,” be expoſed" to extremity of piere- 


ing cold, or foſtered by a genial warmth, 


the perceptions will be very different; ada 


one will be attended With ee the 
ther with pal... 
In a manner ſeethmg attalogous is this, 
when the mental perceptions take place, I 
think that Imipteſſions of Virtue, Goodneſs, 


Generoſity, Benevolence, ſuppoſing the ab. 
ſence of Prejudice, 'will-be* infinitely of 
agreeable to the unbiaſſed mind tham Im- 


preſſions of a contrary quality. In this ferrſe 
1 firmly believe that ſo far our kind Greater 


hith; by the very frame and eonſtitutidw cf 


bur mature; ſhewn to man what is Gd. 


By wWhieh Ide not mean any ſenſtble im. 


pulſe; or irreſiſtible influence, bat only 
ſuch a diſpenſation of things, as in tlie ope2 
ration as effe&,;ſhalt appear nothing/hiors 


than'a good diſpoſition, raiding the conduct | 


of man by Wunde Diſeretion, Virtus and 
W. 
Prom this view of the Bliutan dann 
| don, « fork manifeſtly appear, that av leaft 


there is not any natural repugnanee againſt 


napreſſions. of Benevolerice and Philantho- 


10905 2 | B f 4 2 


a more ſelfiſh 
thoſe which are mixed with malignity to- 


1 8 ] 
that the Social Aﬀections of Comſ paf- 


; it and Love for our fellow creatures are 
as much a part of our Nature, as thoſe of 


rt, and much more ſo than 


wards others. So that in all acts of Cruelty 
we ſeem to ſin againſt Nature as tou as 5 


againſt the Commands of God. 


But Education bath it's Effect dcn 


ſooner than is generally thought. It is fel 


dom what it ought to be, and is ſometimes 


fo pernicious, that at length the whole order 


and original conſtitution of nature is per- 


verted. And thus by degrees it comes to 
paſs that we fee. men with deliberation: of 
mind, approve what is abominably Evil; 


approve even of Cruelty, and the ſight of 


Human Miſery; with coolneſs, with apa- 


thy and fraudful cireumvention oppreſs; 


enſlave and torture their fellow creatures. 


But this can never be till all the Social Af- 


fectiens are effaced, the work of God de- 


ſtreyed, and the Original Co nſtitution of 


Human Nature overturned. Nor, can any 
argument be taken from theſe inſtances to 


lead us to conclude, that even to theſe per- 


ſons, thus dr eadfally depraved, God a not 
originally ſhew what is Gl. 
1 2 "Secondly, 


1.49 J. 


becondly; he hath aſſiſted, theſe Original 


1 fr Om our Conſtitution by g a= 


tious Communications of his Revealed Will. 


Of theſe there are various ſorts and different 


degrees recorded in the Scripture, which at 


ſundry times and in diverſe manners were be- 
ſtowed according to the circumſtances of 
| times, and the exigencies of mankind. 

It is but very little that is recorded of the 


Providential directions given to our firſt pa- 
rents, but! it plainly penn that there \ was 


AST Re HIT 


poder: to 3 Adam e was -fog his Good. 
Of every Tree in the Garden thou mayeſt 


freely eat, hut of the Tree of the Knowledge 


of Good and Evil: Thou ſhalt not eat of 
itz: for in the day that thou eateſt thereof, 


thou ſhalt ſurely die,” Now although this 
be an obſcure. paſſage, | and learned men 


have differed greatly in the ſenſes they have 
put upon it, yet ſo far is very plain, that 
whatſoever the preciſe meaning of it may 


be, it andoubtedly proves a communication 
of the Divine Will to Adam for his Good. 


So alſo in the intercourſe with Cain it is 
: faid, If thou. doelt well ſhalt thou not be 


_- + # * 


beth at the door. This thews us — 
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hinge, a8 it 18 enpteſlel; thee Father 
e Anfindalgent Card ef his chile 
dend tküt vet 


almölt as wördg bah müke iti that fore in- 
formation Had teen given him for: his 
Good, and that his obedience'sr tranſgref- 


om would” ricet with due puniſhment or 
reward. Thus in the very-mifancy of the 
world did Goc condefcend” to ſhew - man 
what is 6600, an ſtrengthening the original 
tendencies 6f Nature by Communications 
of khe Divire Will And throughout the 
ſucceeding ages, during the times of the 
Parriarchis; By the Iriſtitutfion of the Jewiſh 


Religion, and bythe Taſpiration ef the Pro. 
ny the: Tails method of Providence 
te 


Purſue" ati God newer ceaſed to lhe = 
de Man what! 19 Goods! Theſe commant. | 

eati6ds' Were varied indeed atcording to/the = 
cifethſtances of the thts,” But in general 
they grudtalty Became mere End more clear; 


&9 they 4dpproathed tk ne the diſpenfa- 
Gn of the Gefpel, that full that perfect, 


hat final dil5Ery of the Wilk der forthe 
Good bf Maffl EE 91919 2 edel 

[Het us fe- federt a little * this Res 
ofth3hgs. God is Gu Creator, our Father: 
It is agteenhle to Truth, andethe Fitneſs of 


ind: their igne“ 5 


Role TO rance, 


2 


L 21 } 

rance, that he ſhould beſtow on them the 
means of improyement, that he ſhould lead 
them to their proper Good. This it ap- 
pears that. God hath done for his children, 
both. from the frame of their Conſtitution, 
and by. dire as well as. intermediate com- 
munications with them. What then 1s the 
reſult -of all this c care, and tenderneſs? Is 1 it 
heſtowed ; upon Vs. Without expectation 
of any return on. our part? doth not a 
ſenſe of gratitude and duty inform, us that 
| this cannot be? There 1 is then ſome requi- | 
fition from us. God hath fhewn thee, O 
man, what is Good, and in return, what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
Iuſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly With thy God. Juſtice, Mercy, and 
Humility are then the great Keguilne , g and 
the Outlines of our Duty. 8 

That Juſtice from Man to Mair is an in- 
diſpenſible obligation needs not any. formal 
Proof, becauſe it is ſelf-evident, that if men 
were permitted, according to their ſuppoſ- 
ed neceſſities, or their vicious inclinations, 
to be unjuſt. towards each other, nothing 
dut univerſal diſcord, 'confulion, and miſe- 
iy. "muſt. be the immediate conſequence. 
That this is an unqueſtionable Truth, ap- 

| 33 e pears 


J 


pears too 11 from the miſerable condi. : 
tion of thoſe unhappy men oppreſſed with 
the Yoke of Slavery, in whole ſevere fate, 


inattention to the maxims of common juſ- 


tice produces univerſally the moſt inſup- 
orgs ſtate of human wretchedneſs. | But 
2 arther, he Who! 1s unjuſt 1 is. a Thief and 2 
Robber, becauſe, ſo far as his injuſtice, ex- 
tends, he takes by fraud or violence that 
which belongs to another, and deprives bim i 
of his pfoper right. Now Society conſiſts 5 
in the ußion of it's members and 1 in every | 
one's enjoying peaceably what. is his own. 
But Inſüſtice breaks this Uniop, and all 
peaceable enjoyments of Per onal Property, 
and tends to the diſſolution of Human So- 
ciety. Juſtice therefore 1 IS enjoined. us, in 
the firſt place as an abſolute and indiſpen- 
ible duty, becauſe men were formed to ſive 
in Society, and becauſe Society cannot ſuh- 
fiſt but by a reciprocal obſervation of Jo 
tice, 5 

; There is not, it may be obſerved,” any 
virtue in Juftice, nor the leaft ſhadow of 
reward due to the practiſe of it: every 
one has a ſtrict and abſolute right to it from 
every other perſon. . And we might, as well 
ci aa to merit for not putting out the 


1 ey es 


„ — 


1 23 1 


eyes. of our neighbour, or not depriving 
him of his life, as to any virtue in refrain- 

ing from Injuſtice towards him. By the 
practice of Juſtice we only avoid being cri- 
minal. We are not in any degree profita- 
ble ſervants, we ſhall have barely done 


| what it was our ſtrict duty to do, When 


therefore we hear fuch mighty prajſes on 
the character of the Honeſt man, the word 


_ Honeſty muſt be taken in ſome extended 


5 fürn en, becauſe every one is under an 
indiſpenſible obligation to Honeſty and 
Juſtice. Such praiſes then are in truth 
little better than cenſure on the practice of 
the world, if theſe commendations are given 
to the meer refraining from a Crime. 

But our duty doth not reſt here. We are in 
the next place to love Mercy. There js a 125 
culiar energy in this form of expreſſion. We 
are todo Juſtly, but we are to loye Mercy, 
Let us then examine our real ſituation with 
reſpect to this moſt amiable of all human 
virtues, And, firſt, as it may be conne&t- 
ed with Juſtice in the redreſs of Inj uries, or 
the Puniſhment of Offences. 

In the adminiſtration of Juſtice far the 
| roareſs of Injuries we ought, no doubt, to 
Fu that compenſation be made to the in- 

2 4 jured, 


1 

- 

| 

1 

| 
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. 
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| 


with aſtice 1 in the dieſe; of. Injuries. y 


| man  weaknels, ſhould te 


90 e Sentence, * din) FSA Op Marg 
5 Fi 


open to us for the exertion, of Merey, than 


dhe redreſs of Injurſes, or the. Puniſhment 
6 of Offences, : K 


1 0 


jured, but this ſnould always be done with; 


A 


out paſſian, without malevolence, without 
AH "ypnecelſaty 1 rigor 1155 „And ſo far ever 
dne has a [1 bt that 


ercy ſhould. be mixed 


$5 * © 


-f Th the adminiſtration of, Juſtice for the 


Puniſhment of Offences, Mercy, ſeems to 


TS G4 


Have af ſtronger all upon us t oY in the To 
S 


Ates of. -Injunie A In many. things. 05 


eng; we Thould there fore haye. a 
Sale for Offenders, and and a.c: nie Fiouf 1 75 


bs, e | 


Jaffion as far as 1 1 gor ident With Public 
$ 


belle Part there ie ome: erimey 


nature ſo, atrocious- 88. not; to, Jea 


foon for Merc —where g Pin inen m 


be for Example Ind fo for Terror; 10 ingge- 


heral, i it is > be wiſhed that our Penal. Laws 
NE e e 9 815 
Ng 2 95 they re at-preſent 
foun en Þ e 1580 gentle in 


ermined 11 11 bn 1b 1 


"But "there is is yet ; 40 far more "oxtenſive: field 


very creature that God bath, 
made, Fas enduecd Fd WF and ſenſibility, 


is 


> * oy 
2 
8 


1 1 


tis entitled to uf Mercy Fh moſt per. 
fegt ol human beings hath dome iinperfec- 
tions which may claim our pity; nor is the 
humble worm which! we treafl under foot 
| Hengath aut tender regard. And yet, if we 
take adiſpaſiionate view of our general con 
duct, with what horrrot muſt we contbm 
plate our deviation from this godlike direction 
to Love Mary. Even the procurement of 
our food, nay/oun very amufaments ard to 


5 often founded in /ornelty;!; What fhall ive | : 


ſay to the (general treatment of thoſe Ani- 
malts, which; though for dur benefit placed 
by Providence in a Nate of ſubordination to 
oOurſelvrs, ami get endueſt with noble powers 
dz nd facuhiss bothiof Body and Mind who 
poſſeſs in / hlghdegres tlis ſenſe of Pain and 
Vleaſur wh gart confeious, as we our- 

ſelves gan be, of Rind, and of eruel uſages 
uo give evident (proofs of:Gratitude and 
Affection. It ſhould he for ever kept in 
mind by us, That the righteous man is 
mereiful to his Beaſt—but in this reſpect 
ue have neither righteouſueſs hor mercy! 
Jet they have all the ſame common father 
with; ourſelyęes, the ſame God created them, 
AW be gave the: horſe luis ſtrength, and 

ane his neck N thunder? wWhO 
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made the glory of his Wen terrible ? who 


taught him to paw in the valley, to mock 2 
at fear, and not to turn back from "the 
ſward?ꝰ and was he formed by an Almigh- + 


ty hand with theſe diſtinctions, and was it 
given him to poſſeſs theſe ſuperior qualities, 
and yet be doomed to the cruel fate which 
every where attends him? But this is a crime 


which muſt hereafter be accounted for 


God, in his benediction to Noah, hath de- 


clared, that for the bloed, that is, for the 


cruel treatment of every inferior Animal he 
will require an account, at the hand cr 
er beaſt will I require it. | 
Happy for us would i be did our ir Crbelty 
ſtop here; happy, was it not extended to 
ſuch a degree, and perpetrated-with ſuch | 
horrid circumſtances of ſavage ferocity, as 
ſeem to preclude all poſſibility of pardon. 


When thouſands and ten times tens of thou- 
ſands of Innocent Men, through vile and 
mercenary motiyes are annually doomed to 
Slaughter, nay, to a ſtate far worſe than 


than Slaughter, by premeditated contri- 
vance, and infernal deliberation of mind. 
J have not in view the ravages of war; 
theſe are innocent paſtimes compared Wat 
the ſcenes of e to which I allude. 

Go 


C7 KS 


mean our eſtabliſhed, and to bur eternal 
ſhame be it faid our Legal Traffick in Hu- 
man Blood. In this view the thought is 
beyond meaſure horrible: for 'while the 
Legiſlature gives formal Sanction to this 
Enormity, they make themſelves partakers. 
and fo SADR: the Nation in the dreadful 
guilt of the Individuals immediately con- 
cerned 1 in theſe deeds of Opproltic," Cranes 
„ Mucther,” !:! OHreos | 
IF "We read of 15 Pharaoh, of a Ne ero, of 
ſanguinary tyrants in tlie Eaſt: we read of 
Kings nearer home, and nearer our own times 
whoſe characteriftic appellations were the 
Cruel, the Bloody: yet we no where read of 
any Character that for total want of Hu- 
manity ſtands equal to the Britiſh'Merchant 
in Men. In the former inſtances the 
crimes indeed were great, but they were 
the crimes of Individuals, giving an uncon- 
trouled dominion'to their vicious paſſions : 
in the latter, the Evil is a Syſtematic Inſti- 
tution of hardneſs of heart, and unexam- 
pled barbarity. A ſpecies of merchandiſe 
it is, founded in principles that ſtand in 
direct oppoſition and in open defiance to 
the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing commands 
of our Saviour ; and this too in the face of 
the 


_ niſhing: 
mſinyate,that the Chriſtian Inſtitution in 


2 } 

the world, patzxonized by the Legiſlature of 
a Nation; profeſling itſelf Chriſtian. Alton 
Hontradiction] I, do; not mean. tg 


expreſs terms, probibits Slavery.; 34 ſagpoles 
ſack/a;PraGier;\to. haue ſubſiſted; yet. the 

directions. given to perſons in 3 ſtatę of Nr 
vitude axe lotus be conſidexed as an Apps 
batiam of-that-praGice, but merely from its 
ſpirit of accommodation, and to preſeryg 
peace -bpth, ino families and ſtates, as 2 xule 
of 9þedient candy; to, thoſe who, were, in 


that unhappy Gtpation, For the Spirit of 


Chriſtianity abhgrs the yery idea; teaches 
us that with God there js ng ſuch reſpect of 


Perſbne, and that; in hig, (fight, Ferrer 
 flave; ho, patientiy ſpffers, is of greater 


merit than the % yrant who inflicts hig ſuf⸗ 
einge! zu % ow booba exmino 
An Enormity. this. of; ſuch: nagnitpde, 


chat with the circumſtances preceding the 
very ack, the act itſelf, and the ceptayn 
known:conſequenses attending it, the Any 


nals of tha whole world gannot 1 wy q 
equal-in perfidy, injuftice, and gruelty: 
ing radically, abſolutely, and ſentially 


Evil, loaded with all poſſible malignity, 


and * deſtitute e of fang Real Good. It 


18 
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ider GRC fiot. juſtifiable; by the: Sanction 
aby Hinkan infffgion- For nut eden 
Political Neceſſity can be juſtlj pleaded: for 
it, which, ſome men ſeem to think, dan 
change the very Eſſenceè of Actions. 
A reſpectable writer. upon Morals, in the 
diſtinction between Things and Perſons, 
obſerves, thar PO BONE? a Perſon cannot 
Make himſelf: a Thing, ſo as to become the 
Property of another Man. This obſerva- 
tion may be corroborated by reflecting, thitt 
every Mam mmediately: upon ihis birth, and 
throughout the !whole courſe of his life, os 
already a: Property belonging to a ſuperior 
Lord, and cherefore cannòt make himſelf 
the Property iof lan inferiov. He is for ever 
the Property bf God. “It is God who 
hath made us; and not we ourſelves we 
ark His people, and the Sheep of urs paſ. 
ture.“ Nor can we, without Guilt, .alie- 
nate this Property of God, or transfer it 
from him to Man. We babe not any au- 
thotity ſo sto do, for We belong to God. 
Hence we cannot difpoſe of our om Life 
br. commit Suicide without being Criminal. 
On the ſame reaſdning! that: We ourſelves, = 
and all that is generally called Our Own, 
belongs ſtrictiy God, appears the pro- 


iN priety 


1 3 J 

Priety f= W future dap of Refponſibility, 
vrhen for all our Actions done in the Body, 

and for the Uſe or: Abuſe of all our Talents 
and Faculties we muſt render an Account 
to God. All which Talents and Faculties are 
therefore called by our Saviour, That which 
is: Another g, as being not independently 
our Own Property, but only of that ſort of 
Poſſeſſion Mhich is in the Natute of a Truſt, 
and over Which Another; that is, God, hath 

the Superior and Sovereign claim. No 
man, therefore, can | aſſign; abſolutely over 
40 another Himſelf, and all his Das and | 

Faculties, which 18 ny Pbſſeſſon of 

Truſt from God without robbing Gad of 
his) Right. But every: man Who makes 
| himſelf a Slave is guilty of this Robbery. 
And if no one has a right to de this him< 
ſelf, undoubtedly; no other can do it for 
hita. - This ſeenis to imply that Slavery is 
originally, and 'fundamentally indefenſible: 
being eſſentially Evil: but our Mode of 
carrying on this buſineſs, the point T have 
particularly 1 in view, is the deliberate per- 
petratior of à Crime againſt God under all 

Bo! * horrid cireumſtances 5 cruel 
tO 10 balls vines er 36 lis BfB 
TIC ly, 9 ae e, de. ö 8 | | en £2 (11 od 
71015 1 aggra- 
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'aggravation : it is therefore a rannten 
of the command, To Love Merey. 5 
--;Some. idle pleas / have been 3 fon. it 
from: long cuſtom, ard the practice of the 
world: but this way we might juſtify every 
vice of man. Some excuſe has been offered 
from a pretended inferiority in the conſti⸗ 
tution of theſe unfortunate men: that they 
are untractable, and muſt be ruled with a 
rod of Iron. This is what every Tyrant 
can ſay in defence of his Tyranny. And 
were in true in this; inſtance, is it to be 
wondered at, or is it to be condemned, if 
men are untractable, who, by fraud and 
violence, have not only been deprived of 
every endearment of Life, but are continu» 
ally torn by the ſtings and laſhes of their 

unfeeling tormentors. It has alſo been' 

pretended that they are of lower intellectual 
abilities than the.reſtof mankind. Suppoſe 
it were fo, does this give us a right to enſlave 

and torment them? But this is abſolutely 
| falſe: God made of one blood all the ſons 
of men: and many inſtances have appeared 
to prove, that with reſpect to Mental Pow- 
ers, they want only equal information to 

equal the inhabitants of the 1 more e enlight- 
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endd Nations of ph Kurth“! in teſpoct of 
| Gratitude, inwilable Afecion and ee, 
Amiable quality of mind: where they Rave 
been huniely -treared, they! tand if ak 
vniivaled Superiority.” 1Sontehave MAE 
led I A general te juſtify: Slas 
8 >Captmry, from Inſebveney enn as. 
ceumt of Crimes; or fromthe Deſpotifay in 
the grate, Burr whatſoever weight theſe feu. 
686! May have if1veafes *where - they kan be 
adthitte); "yet; Bere thy Toſs all their force, 
and àré tal indpplieublerto this vile raf. 
Hck 6f the Britifle? Nia Merchant! För 
ith reſpect te this Aefaricus cemmeree 
Def are chet formded'an wutk, ahd H Ahe 
wore tee ey are Hot Jefenfible* Bur al 
10 2&0 Hats egnift an: d mot: wile 
_ ie, ent I einem nile ag 
nit be eiter af Wnatius Sancho, and the, Be 
ay varigus'equalt e ene pron array 
ping ee rb po Ding orange 
ene e T 
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Haney 06.48 575 e be 1 ht roy in 4 
veysge WED . 955 Ji dara a Gr 
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tein 1 25.1  Inzheſs jbſlautes, veithes Caps | 
tivity, properly ſpeaking,” nor ener, nor Crimes can 
| * Es poſſibly 


ts3 


hs ſhallow arguments that” act been pro. 
duced from thefe and Dimitar Topics. .AS 


Palliations of Injuſtice 28d Juſtifications of 


Cruelty, are founded in falſehood and de- 


ception ; and it appears, on fair examina- 


tion, that this commerce 'thilitates "againſt 
worldly profit as much as againſt common 


Humanity. 80 that the purchaſers of Men 5 
from the Men- ſtealers, ſeem to be 0 10 


judicial infatuation; while they clearly 


againſt their own temporal, as well as their 0 


eternal intereſt in the unparallelled barha- 


rities which” they daily, and. hourly, and 


every mometit inflict upon their poor tor- 


tured fellow ercitures ; finct even their f mer- 


cetiary - views would be better anſwered if 


they could pay the leaſt attention to. the 


calls, the duties of Humanity. For the 
intolerable hardſhips to which theſe unhap- 


| py men are 8 fubjetted, drive FOO 
Wh 4 to 


5 . 171 „ 


pat be — as a Juſtification of the Practice. De- 
ee 


tiſm ind ſeen in it's true Colours, and whoever has 


the effrontery to make uſe of ſuch a plea, may. he he. ſeized ; 
in ſome fimilar way, and meet with fimilar W | 12 | 
N 


it ĩs a p t both in heathen and in Chriſtian Ethics; t 
as he would do'to others he ſkould be done unto bhimſelf. 

- It is calculated that by theſe inhuman pfaRiſes a hundrec 
thouſand people are annually murthered ; ; and that fance the 
commencement of the Traffick, nine millions of human 
_ creatures have been deſtroyed. . Ninety bundred thouſand. 

| See the Summary View, 
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5 al. and Religious, well acquainted; with the 


| 34 1 


to Suicide. from deſpair, and many periſh 


from the conſequences, of à very juſtifiable 


reſiſtance to the ſeverities of their unfeeling 
talk maſters. While on the contrary; in the 


few inſtances where, they. are well treated, 
they are found not to decreaſe, but to mul- 


h led to retain, their vigour, and perform 


eit appointed labours with reſignation to 


| their hard Fate. From ſuch Abſurdity of 


Conduct i in their hard- hearted tyrants; one 


1 40 imagine that ſome malignant Demon 


| infatuates them and then deſtroys «rt 


ET + «4 
: 4 ” 


| That the Legiſlature of a Nation illumi- 


i bated to a high, degree, by Science, human 


and divine, proud, of Liberty. Civil, Politi- 


ights of Humanity, and pretending to the 
ſtrict obſervance, not leſs than the know- 
ledge of them, boaſting every where of it's 


Charity and Benevolence, and encouraging 


Inſtitutions for the relief of Human Mi- 


tory, that _ 1 ſhould yet give 


4 * TY $45 . 
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er 
4 Seßen plantations, have. wanted no > ſupplies hos Ns 
years. On theſe plantations the Negroes were treated with 
umanity, On one of them, where the treatment was 7 U 
rior to th at of the reſt, the numbers increaſed. ſo 7 
the URLS was overſtocked. © HY 


10 Summary View of the Slave rade, b. 145 
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TEL 


protection to db wicked men in ud 
wicked practices, is indeed an event which 


muſt excite our aſtoniſhment, for which we 


muſt pour forth the: deepeſt lamentation, 
of which we cannot think without horror, 
cannot ſpeak but with indignation; and in 
this inſtance certainly we may be angry, 
and ſin not, even though the ſun ſhould go 
down upon wrath. But ſhall not God 
viſit for ſuch things, and ſhall not his ſoul 
be avenged on. fuch a Nation as this? Poſ- 
fibly:our: Puniſhment; if we-reperit not of 
theſe Evil doings, may not be far off: poſ- 


ſibly a ſtate of worldly proſperity may be 
the prelude to it: for when Wit Sex or 


Nations: are become completely wicked, 


53. ; C-* £8. 


2 7 they are raiſed aloft— 
To make their fall more dreadful— 
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Let us, however, hope that it is not yet too 


| late to return to God. We are aſſured that 
when the Wicked turneth away from his 
wickedneſs, and doeth that which... 18 right, 
he ſhall ſave his Soul aliye. We have for- 
merly had Laws in this Country concerning 


; Commutation nor Mat ther, Tas concerning 
l 0 0 Witeh- 
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Witchcraft, ETA, cordially + to 4 er i | 


death for a difference in religious opinion. | 
Theſe Laws for their Injuſtice have been 


repealed. We have now Laws ſubſiſting 
Concerning the Traffick in Human Blood“. 


Theſe Laws are equally unjuſt, and may 
they ſoon have an equal fate, and may th 
Britiſh Legiſlature. in this inſtance, be en- 
titled to hohour for a due attention to the 
common rights of Humanity, the croſs | 
of, Juſtice, the cries of Mercy. 
But it has been urged, that by virtue „ e Br 
f theſe Laws, the public faith is pledged to 
theſe dealers in men for protection 1 in the 
preſent mode of carrying on their buſineſs. 
So much the worſe: for neither the Public 
protecting, nor the Individuals protected 
| have any right to pledge, or expect Faith for 
the e of | Moral vil; TOE: God 
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Ly Fry af it ſhall not be lawful for any of the Officers 
VL Servants employed by the Committee of the aid Colops- : 
the Coaſt of Africa, to export Negroes from Africa 
x +htir own Account—and if any ſuch. "officer or ſervant 
| 90 de found, &. he ſhall be Ain . 
| This clauſe is written with a ped i in the Roar 
|  Vlodd of theſe devoted Victims, t % 32 1 by the Le- 

_giſlature of Britain to be ExrOR TEU as Goods of common 
BG by this African Committee: for whoſe greater 
| Gain their ſervants are prohibited from interference in this 


murthervys injuſtice. _T his PM Statue 1 is me Legillative | 
Act of n ä pr 


7 8 Fe 
oF 


EN 


bath nod Wed any" man Licence fo Sin, Feel. 
XV. 20 20. A 5 378117 b. 


-iF 0 in Referee os: the Purchaſers 11 


Men from the Men- ſtealers, it has alſo been 
ſaid, That we muſt not do Evil that Goodmay 
come; and therefore we muſt not do an inju- 


ry to theſe perſons in order either to ſet ein 


Slaves at Liberty, or Pacbegg future p 
chaſe. Let us join iſſue upon this gd e 
The pretended injury in chis caſe is /at the 
worſt, merely an inconvenience which r 
ſoon and eafily be remedied : it has not any 
thing in it of the nature of Moral Evil, and 


will be in the higheſt degree -produ@tive' of 


Moral Good. Whatſoever it may be, it ariſes 
originally from circumſtances eſſentially and 
morally Evil: therefore even to occaſion this 


inconvenience, is not doing, but removing 
Evil that Good may come. A ſkilful surgeon 
frequently occaſions an inconvenience to 


produce a greater Good: he muſt go to the 
bottom of the wound to promote a permanent 
cure. But this argument may be retorted. 


We muſt not do Evil, it is ſaid, that Good 


may come. Certainl therefore we muſt 


that the Planter may with the — eaſe 
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be guilty of P erfidy, Cruelty, and. Mur ther, 1 
the higheſt inſtanees of moral Evil, merely 
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cultivate his Plantation. And if- this be true, 
which cannot be denied, there never would 
be any: lauen to 'be. tortured, or. ſet at Ti. 
berty. Lat eier rt ad ot a MOLE, 
But it is e ſaid, that vou cann St tas 
viſe. any mode; of; proceeding preferable: to 
the preſent, ſince-it is the real Intereſt of the 
Planter to ſee that his ſlaves are treated with: 
gentleneſs and humanity, [Intereſt is doubt- 
lets a powerful motive: but alas do we not 
every day ſee many inſtances in which men 
deliberately act in direct contradiction to 
their true intereſt? It is the true intereſt of 
every one to be temperate, virtuous, prudent. | 
Are there then none who are inteinperate; vis 
tious, imprudent? How manyt are there born 
to affluence and independanet; who never are 
at reſt till they have anade themſelves wretch- 
ed, deſpicabledependants ! Their real intereſt 
has no weight with them whem a ſeandalous 
- paſſion is to be gratified, neither has it with 
| the Dealer: in Men. 5 + err eg of 1 101100 
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Is On one Sabi in Barballozs, 'by the 13G ef Xl 
Planter, in two years. the number of bis ſla ves was reduced 
from 170 to 95: and at his death it was found that his in- 
human ſeverity had not enereaſed his Fortune. While on 
another plantation on the ſame iſland, though ib a leſs favout- 
able ſituation, by the humane and gentle treatment of the 
| 2 who was as a father to his Negroes,” they multipfitd 

reat degree. He purchaſed a ſecond eſtate, and at his 
den l, with the higheſt charactef- for his tenderneſs and hu - 
manity, he had more than doubled his original fortune. 
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Far be it from me to wiſh the leaſt detri- 
ment to theſe perſons: I moſt devoutly wiſh 
their Reformation, and their true happineſs; 
and mean only to inſinuate that the argu- 
ment from wordly intereſt hath not any con- 
cluſive weight as operating effectually upon 
the Planter's mind; or if it had, that the end 
propoſed would be better anſwered by the 
employment. of Perſons. in a ſtate of Civil 
Liberty. n 1 
here are doubtleſs 8 of « con- 
ſidering this ſubject, as Politicians, and as 
Chriſtianz. The Politician conſiders things 
of this nature; merely as ſubjects of Political 
Caſuiſtry without any regard to Moral Rec- 
titude: the Chriſtian looks to a more impor- 
tant end, which is not attainable but by a 
conduct that is Holy, Juſt, and Good. The 
Evils which the Politician fears or pretends 
to fear, are Imaginary: the Evils which the 
Chriſtian actually ſees, are Real, are Horri- 
ble; are of a Maglignity for which there can- 
not be any compenſation by 1 250 ad- 
vantage whatſoever. | 
Loet us then treat this matter as true and 
tenderhearted Chriſtians; Let us look with 
an eye of Pity upon thoſe whoare faſt bound 
in miſery and iron: let us conſider thoſe who 
are thus bound as, being bound with them: 
| Cc 4 n 


255 'F 
"Jet zus break their bonds aſunder, and eaſt | 
_ away their cords from us: let us give light 
and liberty to thoſe who ſit in darkneſs, and 
the ſhadow of Death, and from a ſtate ef 
miſery rand torture, let us per their feet | 

into the Paths of Peace, 2 
Why che Almighty hath not ew the 
| lighting down of his arm, and inſtantaneouſly 
blaſted the offenders by: ſome- ſevere ſtroke 

of his indignation — why, theſe enormities 

have hitherto! been permitted, we cannot 
preſume to ſay: we muſt not too curiouſly. 
ry into the: ſeeret diſpenſations of Provi- | 
dence—theſe are amongſt the things that re. 
2008 us to walk hambly with our GOd. 
In truth, there are myſterious things in all - 
che works and all the ways of God, that 
thew the propriety of the concluding ptrecept 
in the Text. But as we are certain that his 
didponſations: are all: derived from infinite 
Goodneſsand Merey, our duty is Reſignation 
to his Will, and/a refolation to walk Hum 
bly: with: our God, till that time ſball come 
when this myſterious veil ſhall be drawn 

aſide, and every thing be made known unto 
us as clearly 45 M ourſelves are known to 

him who made us. 205 
< In 008 _— and humble tat of mind, 
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we nay 2without ahurmutitig contemplate 
| which elſe muſt kurt 
every one enduediwith, ſenſibility and bene. 
 volence, while they exhibit the great Theatre 


of Nature, whether in the Air, or on the 
Harth, or in the Waters under che Earth, as 


a Scene of Violence and Depredation. Far 
different this from that promiſed ſtate of 
vgs; when the Earth ſhould. be full of 
of the Lord, and peace and hap- 
pinefs eſtabliſhed . bn holy 


thing 
the Mercy 


Mountain. ("0 
In this ſtate of wind: We 1 an leſs 
diſcompoſure contemplate even thoſe horri- 

ble deeds already faintly ſketched, and reſt 
in hope that God im his good time will ſoften 


the flinty hearts of our Men- ſtealers, and 
Men- purchaſers, and uch "IE none 2 


er Mercy. 
In this ſtate of bated! We may a reli 


nation contemplatethat apparently unequal 


diftribution-of things in the worldly proſpe- 


rity of wicked men, and in the depreſſion 
and diſtreſs of thoſe who are. 'of modeſt 


Merit and unaſſuming Virtue. 42 
In this ſtate of mind, we may with alas 

ful ſubmiſſion contemplate our owns origin 
from the Duſt of the Earth, and our ap- 
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proaching reſolution into the ſame ſtate of 
Original Inſenſibility, under the Firm be- 
lief and expectation, that God in his ap- 
pointed ſeaſon, will a ſeeond time beſtow , 
upon us not only Senſibility, but Immortali- 
ty. A revolution this in the circumſtances 
of Man's Exiſtence which utterly confounds 
all Human Philoſophy that doth not admit 
the Truth, and the Mediatorial Efficacy of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, by which alone 
we gain a rational and authoritative aſſurance 
of The Reſurrection and the Life. 
In this ſtate of mind, we may without! re- 
pining, contemplate the Origin and Progreſs 
of thoſe Corruptions, which by. ſubſtituting 


| tte traditions of men in place of the Com- 


mands of God, have in ſeveral inſtances 


3 eſpecially under the Papal Hierarchy made 


the word of God of none effect: under the 
ſpecious term of Orthodoxy defacing the 
genuine ſimplicity of the-Goſpel, and by the 
introduction and intermixture of Opinions 
and Doctrines, from the Schools of Heathen 
Philoſophy, laying foundation for the pe- 
culiar Errors of Popery. With equal reſig- 
nation alſo, on the gontrary, we may con- 
template thoſe parts of the Divine Diſpen- 
ations that: wand remain really myterigus: 


aw 
J. 
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and hich, from ĩimperfect yiewsghave fome< 
tines led haſty 'reaſoners | into »Infidelity: 
While ;on:ons hand) ſeeing ſomè things ad- 


mitted into Syſtems of, Cbriſtianity that ap- 5 
pearito then evidently falſe; they precipitates 
x conelude that nothing theręais ttue; or on 


the other, preſuming that the Human Un- 
derſtanding 1 is commenſurate to every object 


of it's inveſtigation, they reject every thing 


that to them has the leaſt appearance of 


Myſtery. But theſe are extremes that are 
very blameable. For though additions or 
corruptions may obſcure, they do not anni- 


hilate Truth; and though many things 


manifeſtly appear,.. and, are. eaſily known, 
yet there are ſtill many things concealed, 


which in our preſent ſtate of imperfect and 


confined faculties, We ſhall never know, and 
which for the preſent are proper objects of 


our Faith, and proper proofs of our Humi- 
lity. For now we ſee but through a glaſs 


darkly, but the time will ſoon come when 
we ſhall ſee face to face. 


When that awful period mall arrive, | 


our Humility ſhall receive it's reward, and 


theſe myſterious parts of the Divine Diſpen- 


ſations be made clear and manifeſt to us as 
the Sun when he * forth 1 in his might. 
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